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DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09: Overview & Timeline

CALL: European Digital Innovation Hubs - Associated countries (EDIHs with reinforced 
AI focus) DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09

Type of 
Action 

Funding Rate Available budget

TOPIC: DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP
Completion of the initial Network of European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIHs) 
Target Country: Switzerland

Simple Grants 50% 8 000 000 EUR

Projected budget for 3 years - Switzerland

Between 
EUR 2 666 666 
and 
EUR 4 000 000 
per project 



CALL OPENING

04 November 
2025

SUBMISSION 
DEADLINE 

03 March 2026 

17:00:00 CET

EVALUATION 

April – May 2026

INFORMATION 
ON EVALUATION 

RESULTS
June 2026 

GRANT 
AGREEMENT 
SIGNATURE

September 2026 

65% PREFINANCING
paid 30 days from 
the entry into force 

of the Grant 
Agreement

Timeline



Funding and Tenders Portal
&

Call Document 



Funding & Tenders Portal
PORTAL: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


Searching the Call and Topics 



Topic Page 



Topic conditions and Call document



Outline of the call 
document



Outline of the Call Document



Call Document & topic specific information



How to submit a 
successful proposal?



Start Submission 



Creating a proposal

Insert a validated PIC
(Participant Identification Code)
comprising of a 9-digit code for your entity.

Insert a validated PIC
(Participant Identification Code)
comprising of a 9-digit code for your entity.



Part A & Part B

Part B - Zip File - Word document comprising of: 
Part A  

Online Form



Part A & Part B
Part A 

ONLINE FORM  
Part B  

WORD DOC to be Converted into PDF, uploaded and Submitted 

Ethics & Security Issues Table

Mandatory for this topic



Submitting a complete proposal 

Part A & Part B 



PART A of the Application 

Administrative part of the application

Section 1 - General information Call, Topic, Type of Action, Proposal number, Proposal acronym, Type of 
Model Grant Agreement

Section 2 – Participants Information on the applicants and consortium partners

Section 3 - Budget Budget allocation per costs category

Section 4 – Other Questions Ethics and Security issues tables must be completed for both topics. 



Ethics review and Al systems

Ethics review and AI systems

For proposals involving the development, testing,
deployment, use, or distribution of AI systems, the
proposal must clearly describe these activities to
enable both technical and ethical assessment of the
AI component.

• During the technical evaluation, experts will
examine the robustness of the AI systems.

• During the ethics assessment, experts will
evaluate compliance with ethics principles; such
as human agency and oversight, diversity and
fairness, transparency, and responsible social
impact.



PART B of the Application 
Part B  - Technical part of the application

Section 1 - Relevance 
In line with Award Criteria 1

1.1 Objectives and activities
1.2 Contribution to long-term policy objectives, policies and 
strategies — Synergies
1.3 Digital technology supply chain*
1.4 Financial obstacles

Section 2 - Implementation 
In line with Award Criteria 2

2.1 Maturity
2.2 Implementation plan and efficient use of resources
2.3 Capacity to carry out the proposed work

Section 3 - Impact 
In line with Award Criteria 3

3.1 Expected outcomes and deliverables 
3.2 Competitiveness and benefits for society
3.3 Environmental sustainability and contribution to 
European Green Deal goals*

Section 4 - Work plan, Work  packages, timing and subcontracting

*Sub-criteria 1.3 and 3.3 NOT APPLICABLE for this topic (page 12 of call document)
Attention: PART B - Page limit of 70 pages



Submitting Part A & Part B + Annexes

DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP 
Letter of designation by the Associated Country

Technical Part B in PDF



Before submitting the application
Validate and address warnings !!!

Validating and Warnings



Evaluation & Award criteria

RELEVANCE

- Alignment with the objectives and
activities as described in section 2

- Contribution to long-term policy
objectives, relevant policies and
strategies, and synergies with activities
at European and national level

- Extent to which the project would
reinforce and secure the digital
technology supply chain in the EU*
- Extent to which the project can
overcome financial obstacles such as
the lack of market finance

IMPLEMENTATION 

- Maturity of the project

- Soundness of the implementation
plan and efficient use of resources

- Capacity of the applicants, and
when applicable the consortium as
a whole, to carry out the proposed
work

IMPACT

- Extent to which the project will
achieve the expected outcomes and
deliverables referred to in the call for
proposals and, where relevant, the
plans to disseminate and communicate
project achievements

- Extent to which the project will
strengthen competitiveness and bring
important benefits for society

- Extent to which the project addresses
environmental sustainability and the
European Green Deal goals, in terms
of direct effects and/or in awareness of
environmental effects *

* NOT APPLICABLE for this topic
For further details, refer to the Call Document  - Section 2 - Specific topic conditions



Scoring during evaluation 
Award criteria Minimum pass 

score
Maximum 

score

Relevance 3 5
Implementation 3 5

Impact 3 5

- Maximum threshold per individual criterion: score of 5/5.
- Maximum points per proposals: 15 points.

- For a proposal to be considered for funding, it MUST:
1. Pass the individual award criteria threshold that is: minimum 3 scores per criteria

AND
2. Overall scoring threshold of 10 points, within the limits of the available call budget.

- Proposals that do not achieve this threshold will be rejected.

For further details, refer to the Call Document Section 9 – Award Criteria



Ranking of proposals: Two-Step Ranking Process

Step 1: Candidate list per country established based on the overall score  

For ex-aequo proposals (proposals receiving the same overall score):

Proposals will be prioritised according to the scores they have been awarded for the highest 
criterion:

1. Relevance score
2. Impact score
3. Implementation score

Step 2: Network Optimisation

Consider the additional criteria and objectives for the EDIH Network set out in the Digital
Europe Regulation and the budget allocated to the country to ensure proper coverage of
territories, technologies and economic sectors.

For further details, refer to the Call Document Section 8 - Evaluation and award procedure



STEP Seal Recognition 

Above threshold proposals 
(awarded an overall score of 10 points and above ) 
will be:

1. Awarded STEP Seal; and  

2. Listed on the STEP portal https://strategic-
technologies.europa.eu

https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/index_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/index_en


Guidance & Manuals
Submitting questions 



Topic Q&As & Submitting questions 



https://european-digital-innovation-hubs.ec.europa.eu/faq

FAQs – EDIH Network Website 

https://european-digital-innovation-hubs.ec.europa.eu/faq


Online Form to submit questions
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en


Guidance, Manuals & Step-by-step videos
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/manuals



Final tips for applicants



Final tips for applicants  - Part 1

Admissibility requirements: 
• Application form is readable – before uploading form B check that it has been converted correctly to PDF and that 

there are no missing parts or missing tables
• Always use the  standard template Form B – never use your own

Eligibility requirement:

• Consortium composition compliance is a must – Read carefully Section 6 of the call document

Proposals must be submitted:

- only by preselected candidates for the European Digital Innovation Hubs from Switzerland, as designated by 
their respective associated country. 



Final tips for applicants  - Part 2

Mandatory Annexes and supporting documents:

• DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP - letter of designation by the Associated Country.

Ethics and Security issues table: 
• Applicable for this topic.
• Mark with great attention the relevant criteria when applicable.
• When marking any ethical or security issues, include the corresponding proposal page reference in the respective

form B.
• Elaborate on compliance with ethical principles and relevant legislation for any issues marked in the ethics form.

Award Criteria:
• Take into account the award criteria as detailed in the call document and follow that logic in your application to

provide all necessary information.
Page Limit : 

• 70 pages, any additional pages will be blanked out.

Deadline : 
• Submit your proposals before the deadline. Do not submit your proposal on the last day, to avoid disappointment !!!



© European Union 2021

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. 

Thanks for your attention

For any questions after today’s session please submit them 
through the functionality in the F&T Portal 

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en
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