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CALL: European Digital Innovation Hubs - Associated countries (EDIHs with reinforced Type of Funding Rate | Available budget
Al focus) DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09 Action

TOPIC: DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP
Completion of the initial Network of European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIHs) Simple Grants 50% 8 000 000 EUR

Target Country: Switzerland

Between

EUR 2 666 666
Projected budget for 3 years - Switzerland and

EUR 4 000 000

per project
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DEADLINE EVALUATION ON EVALUATION AGREEMENT paid 30 days from
04 November 03 March 2026 April - May 2026 RESULTS SIGNATURE the entry into force
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Discover the funding & tenders opportunities

Find out how to participate by following these key steps.

Find calls for proposals — Find calls for tenders

Explore the available EU funding opportunities by searching for calls for proposals within your topics of interest, find Find business opportunities in the calls for tenders managed by EU institutions, bodies and agencies.
partners and submit a proposal.

View projects and results Work as an expert

Browse through EU funded projects and learn about the results. Invest in opportunities and get inspired by the highlights Proposals and projects need evaluations, monitoring and domain-specific knowledge advice from experts.
and success stories.


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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euopean | EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Commission

@ Home MELGIGAVAN Procurementyv  Projects &resultsv  News & eventsvy  Work as an expert  Guidance & documents v

Quick search l Do you want to receive personalised recommendations? Log in to your F&T profile to activate them, or register an account [%

DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09 X ‘ Q ‘

Programming period v

‘ 1 item(s) found ‘ 7] N Opening date v | ¥ ‘

DitelEope ProgEmmelDI G Programme -j:_.DigitaI Europe Programme (DIGITAL) @

‘ Call v ‘ Completion of the initial Network of European Digital Innovation Hubs = P -
DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP | Calls for proposals '\l" Open For Submission )

Submission status v Opening date: 04 November 2025 | Deadline date: 03 March 2026 | Single-stage

‘ Programme: Digital Europe Programme (DIGITAL) | Type of action: DIGITAL Simple Grants

‘ All filters

ltems per page: 50 w
per pag L | @ >
Showing 1-1 of 1
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Home » Funding » Calls for proposals > Completion of the initial Network of European Digital Innovation Hubs

Completion of the initial Network of European Digital Innovation Hub
DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-03-COMPLETION-STEP

Call for proposal

Internal navigation

General information

General information
Programme

T e fEEr T Digital Europe Programme (DIGITAL)

Call
Topic updates Al Continent (DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09)
Conditions and documents Type of action Type of MGA (™ Open For Submission )
DIGITAL-SIMPLE DIGITAL Simple Grants DIGITAL Action Grant Budget-Based [DIGITAL-AG] h g
Budget overview
Deadline model Opening date Deadline date
Partner search announcements single-stage 04 November 2025 03 March 2026 17:00:00 Brussels time
Start submission
Topic Q&As Topic description
Get support Expected Outcome:

The new EDIHs will support the digital transformation of SMEs, mid-caps, and public sector organizations within its geographical area and area of expertise, while also aiming to extend its impact beyond its
immediate region. An EDIH can select to focus on specific group(s) of clients (e.g. mainly SMEs or mainly public sector)....
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Condions
1. Admis=ibliity Condittons: Proposal page limit and layouwt

described in section 5 of the call document

Internal navigation

Propozal pags Nmite and layout: described in

General information
2. ENglible Countries

described in section & of the call document

Topic description
Z. Other Ellgibks Conditiong

described in on B af th documenl

Topic updates

4. Financlal and cperational capacity and exclusion

Mi==sion described in seclion T af the call docwment

5a. Evaluation and award: Submizslon and evaluatiaon procaseEss

Diestination described section 8 of the call docume, the Ordine Manual [2

Sb. Evaluation and award: Award crifarta, sCoring amd threahokls

Conditions and documents — described in saction 8 of the call docurment

So. Evaluation and award: Indicative timaline for evaluation and grant agreement

Budg et overview described in s=ction 4 of the call docwment

E. Legal and Minanclal set-up of the grants

Pariner search announcements described in

on 10 of the call dooument.
Call document and annexes:

Start submission CALL DOCUMENT [2 —
Appilication form templatas

Tl}pi{: Q&As Seandard application farm (DEF) [3 the application form spescific io this call is availablke in the Submission Sysiem
Micdal Erant Agresmants [MGCA)

Get support DEP MGA [2

Additional docwmante:

Call information DEF Work Programmes. [2
DEF Regulation 2021/564 [2
Call uFHja'ES EU Firanc: xgulation 202472509 [2

Rule= for Legal Entity Validation, LEAR Appainimer and Fine

al Caparity Asses
El Grant= AGA — Arnotated Model Grant Agreesment [2

Funding & Tenders Parlal Online Manual [2

Funding & Ternders Partal Temns and Condilions [2

Funding & Tenders Porlal Privacy Stalement [
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TABLE OF CONTENTS

0. Introduction
m 1. Background
1. Objectives — Scope — Qutcomes and deliverables — KPIs to measure outcomes and

deliverables — Targeted stakeholders — Type of action and funding rate — Specific
topic conditions...... w?

DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP: Completion of the initial Network of
European Digital Innovation Hubs (EDIHs) w?
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Internal navigation

Completion of the initial Network of European Digital Innovation Hubs
DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP

Topic updates

Mission

Destination

Conditions and documenis
Budget overview

Pariner search announcements

Start submission <

issi Need help?
Topic Q&As Start submission

Get rt
< suene To access the Electronic Submission Service, please click on the submission-button next to the type of action and the type of model grant agreement that corresponds to your proposal. You will then be asked to

Call information confirm your choice, as it cannot be changed in the submission system. Upon confirmation, you will be linked to the correct entry point.

Call updates To access existing draft proposals for this topic, please login to the Funding & Tenders Portal and select the My Proposals page of the My Area section.

Please select the type of your submission:
@- DIGITAL Simple Grants [DIGITAL-SIMPLE], DIGITAL Action Grant Budget-Based [DIGITAL-AG]

Start submission
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Create proposal

— ‘ . Ceadine i Pl sty poposs e e 45 ks Do 1 OB

o or system incompalibility issues

03 March 2026 17:00:00 B Local Time You can submit tha proposal as many Hmes 22 you wish up until the deadiing. Each new submitied

ale proposals will not be accepled. Don't wait unél the end because you are worried aboul confidentiality — we will not open the propasals before the deadline.
wersion will replace the previous one.

dosure

Find your arganisation

Call data

T Short name @ * = m
FiIC @*
Cal- DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-03 (T) This fai is mauired
Topic: DIGITAL-2028-EDIH-AC-05-COMPLETION-STEP

- DIGITAL-SIMPLE

Type o

Type of MGA- DIGITAL-AG

/iy Tapic and type af action can only be changed by crealing a new proposal.

— ‘ comas s

o

— Insert a validated PIC
[ S l (Participant Identification Code)
|

| B IT Helodesk

_ comprising of a 9-digit code for your entity.
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Create proposal

Deadiing
03 March

warried shoul canfidentiality — we will not cpen the propasals befare the dea

dasure
Find your erganiestion
Call gata T short nsme gy * - m
FiC @*
Cal: DIGITAL-2026-ED4H-AC-05 (@) This foig is
Topic. DIGITAL-2025-EDIH-AC-05-COMPLETION-STEP ‘Organisations you have been previousty
Type of ian: DIGITAL-SIMPLE

PIC: 556444445
Type of MGA- DIGITAL-AG

Baird Consuliing SC5

/by, Tapic and type of acii

an oy be changed by creating a new proposal.

* rue du Mauin-Roug
Uccle BE

Downicad Part B tamplatss

sl

“Your rok

Part B - Zip File - Word document comprising of:

Part A
Wi Tpl_Application Form (Part B) (DEP).rtf Online Form




Part A & Part B

L AMME
@ “F}I;JJ‘ ‘,"v Part A Part B
it
S ONLINE FORM WORD DOC to be Converted into PDF, uploaded and Submitted

= Exit form Table of contents General Information =

Validae form Save farm Save & exit form
TECHMICAL DESCRIPTION (PART B)

COVER PAGE
Application forms
Part E of the Appdcation Form must be dowmoaded fom the Porfal Submissian Sysiem, complafed nd hen assembed
and re-uploaded &5 FOF in the sysiem. Fage T with the grey OAPORTANT NOTICE Dox showd be geisted befone
upioaing.
¢ ha condiions sat ot in the Call docment (For apen caNs. pubished on the Ponral). Pay
criteria; they explain how the applicanion wil be evsivarad.

Nome: Fiease read cansi

particuiar sttentan o the swas

Call: DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09 PROJECT
(Al Continent) Project name: Iproject fitks]
Project acronym: [acronym]
Topic: DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP Coordinster contact Bt —
Type of Action: DIGITAL-SIMPLE
(DIGITAL Simple Grants) TAELE OF CONTENTS

ADMINETRATIVE FORME [PART A e
TECHHICAL DESCRIFTION [PART B)

Proposal number: SEP-211270382 COVERPAGE
PROJECT SUMMARY.

1. RELEVANCE

"W B R s B

Proposal acronym: test
Type of Model Grant Agreement: DIGITAL Action Grant Budget-Based

Table of contents

Section Title Action

1 Genersl information —— 4! .
D Participants ——— P — "
E—— Wk PECHBE ... *#
3 Eudget 14
——— 15
4 Other questions ia

Ethics & Security Issues Table
Mandatory for this topic &

How to fill in the forms
The forms must be filled in for esch proposel uzing the templates availsble in the submission system. Some dets fields in the forms are

pra-filled bazed on the ztaps in the submizsion wizard. ANMEXE 5

Fead more



Submitting a complete proposal

Part A & PartB
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Administrative part of the application

Section 1 - General information Call, Topic, Type of Action, Proposal number, Proposal acronym, Type of

Model Grant Agreement
Section 2 - Participants Information on the applicants and consortium partners
Section 3 - Budget Budget allocation per costs category
Section 4 - Other Questions Ethics and Security issues tables must be completed for both topics.

4 - Other questions
Ethics Iszues Table [ 7| Zarurify lszoss table “

et L el e i 1. ELN Classifizd lndsrmarion (ELCT
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Ethics review and Al systems

)‘m‘t ¢
. (‘MH‘J‘ ’ Ethics Issues Table

= 1. Humzan embryonic stem cells and human embryos Page

e ——————e Yo @ o Ethics review and Al systems

Dioas thiz activity involve the nze of human embryos? Yez @ Mo

2. Humans Page

it ———— For proposals involving the development, testing,
deployment, use, or distribution of Al systems, the

_m"‘e"”°‘””“*"“”"“’*“"“"““'“"'”m“'” bl proposal must clearly describe these activities to
Does thisscfey involve processing of personal a? enable both technical and ethical assessment of the

Dioas this activity invelve further processing of previonsly collected perzonal data {including

Dioas thiz activity invelve interventions {phy=ical also including imaging technology,
behavioural weaments, tracking and wacing etc.) on the study pamicipants?

Ye: @ Ne

- . - Yes (@ Mo
uze of preexisting data setz or sources, merging existing data zets)? A I
Iz it planned to export personal data from the EU to non-EU countries? Yes (@ Mo Com ponent'
Iz it planned to import personsl data from non-EU countries inte the EU or ffom a non-ETF Yes @ Mo
country to anether non-EVT country?
Droas thiz activity involve the processing of personal data related to criminal convictions ar _ .
offences? Yes (@ Mo ° D H h h H l l H M ll
— — uring the technical evaluation, experts wi

Doss s sctaty ol sl examine the robustness of the Al systems.

Will zome of the activities be carried out in non-EU countrias? Yes 9 No

T ——— * During the ethics assessment, experts will
s — evaluate compliance with ethics principles; such
ig;m:?;:;ﬁ::niml(oﬂl.er(ha.nda-taljﬁ'umLhEEUmnun-EU:uuu'iu? . aS human agency and OverSight’ diverSity and

Py ——————" . fairness, transparency, and responsible social

Dwaes this activity invelve the use of substances or processes that may ceuse harmm to the )
environment, to animals or plants (during the implementation of the activity or further to the [ Yes (@) No 1 t
uz2 of the results, as a possible impact)? I I I l p a C o

Digesz thiz activity involve the uze of substances or processes that may cause harm to humans, )
including those performing the activity (during the implementstion of the activity or further [ Yes (@) No
to the use of the results, as a possible impact)?

—— N

Diwpes thiz activity invelve the development, deplovment and 'or use of Anificisl Intellizence-

L] gy a?
bazed systams? ® Yes o &
if ves, deradl in the sejassessmens whether thay cowld raise ethical concemy relared 1o human
Fighrs and values and derail how thiz will be addressed
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Part B - Technical part of the application

Section 1 - Relevance 1.1 Objectives and activities

In line with Award Criteria 1 1.2 Contribution to long-term policy objectives, policies and
strategies — Synergies
1.3 Digital technology supply chain™
1.4 Financial obstacles

Section 2 - Implementation 2.1 Maturity

In line with Award Criteria 2 2.2 Implementation plan and efficient use of resources
2.3 Capacity to carry out the proposed work

Section 3 - Impact 3.1 Expected outcomes and deliverables

In line with Award Criteria 3 3.2 Competitiveness and benefits for society

3.3 Environmental sustainability and contribution to
European Green Deal goals™

Section 4 - Work plan, Work packages, timing and subcontracting

*Sub-criteria 1.3 and 3.3 NOT APPLICABLE for this topic (page 12 of call document)
{\ Attention: PART B - Page limit of 70 pages
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Proposal forms

= Deadiins
8 M 202 170100 S Loca T

H

i clagure.

call gats

Cal DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-03
Tapic: DIGITAL-FI28 EDIH-ACI5-COMPLETION-STER
Type of action: DIGITAL-SMPLE

Type of MEA: DIGITAL-AG

A, Tapic and type of action can ony be changed by creating a new proposal.

Froposal dsta

Acrarym: tast

Drat ID: SEP-211270362

Downioad Fart B tsmplates

A Dowrdaad part B termplates

Support & Helpgesk

[ e ]
‘ B T Hobdesk |
Ssrvics Dask:

ER: SERVICE- DESH e susopa eu

tting Part A & Part B + Annexes

Subritfing a propasal will overmite any previous versians of this sarme proposal - his proce

Any a the prapasal will ncd be avaiiable (a the

(B Your proposal contairs changes st have ok et been subritied

Administrstivs forms Part &)

Part B and Annexes

In i section you may uplad the lechnical arnex of #1e propesa in POF fammat eniy) and any other requested aliachments. @

Part B of propossl @ *

Proof of M3 designation @ *

an Commizsion senvice urikess resubrmitied before the call clsure.

M

Technical Part B in PDF

DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP
Letter of designation by the Associated Country
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The following file has been successfully uploaded: x

1

Before submitting the application
Validate and address warnings !!!
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RELEVANCE

- Alignment with the objectives and
activities as described in section 2

- Contribution to long-term policy
objectives, relevant policies and
strategies, and synergies with activities
at European and national level

- Extent to which the project would
reinforce and secure the digital

technology supply chain in the EU*

- Extent to which the project can
overcome financial obstacles such as
the lack of market finance

* NOT APPLICABLE for this topic

IMPLEMENTATION

- Maturity of the project

- Soundness of the implementation
plan and efficient use of resources

- Capacity of the applicants, and
when applicable the consortium as
a whole, to carry out the proposed
work

For further details, refer to the Call Document - Section 2 - Specific topic conditions

IMPACT

- Extent to which the project will
achieve the expected outcomes and
deliverables referred to in the call for
proposals and, where relevant, the
plans to disseminate and communicate
project achievements

- Extent to which the project will
strengthen competitiveness and bring
important benefits for society

- Extent to which the project addresses
environmental sustainability and the
European Green Deal goals, in terms
of direct effects and/or in awareness of

environmental effects *



»  Scoring during evaluation

EUROPE

3 0 Minimum pass Maximum

Relevance 3 5

Implementation

Impact

- Maximum threshold per individual criterion: score of 5/5.
- Maximum points per proposals: 15 points.

- For a proposal to be considered for funding, it MUST:
1. Pass the individual award criteria threshold that is: minimum 3 scores per criteria
AND

2. Overall scoring threshold of 10 points, within the limits of the available call budget.

- Proposals that do not achieve this threshold will be rejected.

For further details, refer to the Call Document Section 9 - Award Criteria
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Ranking of proposals: Two-Step Ranking Process

Step 1: Candidate list per country established based on the overall score

For ex-aequo proposals (proposals receiving the same overall score):

Proposals will be prioritised according to the scores they have been awarded for the highest
criterion:

1. Relevance score
2. Impactscore
3. Implementation score

Step 2: Network Optimisation

Consider the additional criteria and objectives for the EDIH Network set out in the Digital
Europe Regulation and the budget allocated to the country to ensure proper coverage of
territories, technologies and economic sectors.

For further details, refer to the Call Document Section 8 - Evaluation and award procedure



+ STEP Seal Recognition
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Above threshold proposals

(awarded an overall score of 10 points and above )
will be:

1. Awarded STEP Seal; and

2. Listed on the STEP portal https://strategic-
technologies.europa.eu



https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/index_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/index_en

Guidance & Manuals
Submitting questions
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Internal navigation
General information
Topic description
Topic updates
Miszion
Destination
Conditions and documents
Budget overview
Partner search announcements
Start submission
Topic Q&As
Get support
Call information

Call updates

Topic Q&As & Submitting questions

H ewopean | EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Commission

# Home Funding~ Procurement ~ Projects & results v MNews & events v Work as an expert = Guidance & documents v

Topic Q&As E—

0 itemys) found



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) https://european-digital-innovation-hubs.ec.europa.eu/faq

FAQ: European Digital
Innovation Hubs

This page aims to give answers to the
most frequently asked questions related to
European Digital Innovation Hubs under
the Digital Europe Programme.

Key Performance Indicators
(KPIs)

This page addresses frequently asked
questions (FAQs) related to the
deployment of the Key Performance
Indicators (KPls) Reporting Tool.

C.

FAQ on DTA General Aspect Digital Maturity Assessment
This page provides a list of Frequently Tool (DMAT)

Asked Questions (FAQs) relating to the This page addresses frequently asked
Digital Transformation Accelerator (DTA). guestions (FAQs) related to the

deployment of the Digital Maturity
Assessment Tool (DMAT) by EDIHs.

EDIH
20

FAQ: EDIH 2.0 Call for
Proposals

This FAQ focusses on the Calls 2025-27
and complements the more general FAQ.


https://european-digital-innovation-hubs.ec.europa.eu/faq

*w Online Form to submit questions
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(E ’ https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us en

European i .
Internal navigation n Commingon | EU Funding & Tenders Portal Send us your question
First name*
Funding~ Procurement Projects & results v MNews & events Guidance & documents ~
General information First name
Last name®
Topic description fp—

Get support

: Email address*
Tuplc uI:Hj ales Please read carefully all provisions below before the preparation of your application
name@example.com (2]

- For help related to this call, please contact via this FORM (2
Mission Nationality™

Funding & Tenders Portal FAQ — Submission of proposals [2.
Please select ¢ [ 2]
Destination IT Helpdesk [ — Contact the IT helpdesk for questions such as forgotten passwords, access rights and roles, technical aspects of submission of proposals, efc.

Country of residence*
Online Manual 2 — Step-by-step online guide through the Portal processes from proposal preparation and evaluation to reporting on your ongoing project. Valid for all 2021-2027 programmes.

Conditions and documents Please select s 7]

Preferred contact language*®
Budget overview
g Please select ® [2]
Pariner search announcemenis Alternative contact language

Please select s (2]

Start submission Your question®

Your question

Topic G&As

Get support _ @

Call information
r4
07300

Call updates

| autherise the European Commission to add my e-mail to
the Europe Direct mailing list (optionaly

| have read and agree with the data protection terms
{Mandatory)


https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us_en

»,.* Guidance, Manuals & Step-by-step videos
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Guidance & Manuals
@ Funding @ Procurement

Reference documents

The page reference documents of the programmes managed on the EU Funding & Tenders Portal including legal documents, work programmes, model grant agreements and guides for specific actions.

Online Manual (2021-2027)

Step-by-step online guide through the Portal processes from proposal preparation and submission to reporting on your on-going project. Valid for all 2021-2027 programmes.

IT how to
IT support guide with step-by-step walkthroughs and videos.
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Admissibility requirements:
* Application form is readable — before uploading form B check that it has been converted correctly to PDF and that
there are no missing parts or missing tables
* Always use the standard template Form B — never use your own

Eligibility requirement:

 Consortium composition compliance is a must — Read carefully Section 6 of the call document

Proposals must be submitted:

- only by preselected candidates for the European Digital Innovation Hubs from Switzerland, as designated by
their respective associated country.
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Mandatory Annexes and supporting documents:

* DIGITAL-2026-EDIH-AC-09-COMPLETION-STEP - letter of designation by the Associated Country.

Ethics and Security issues table:
* Applicable for this topic.
* Mark with great attention the relevant criteria when applicable.
* When marking any ethical or security issues, include the corresponding proposal page reference in the respective
form B.
* Elaborate on compliance with ethical principles and relevant legislation for any issues marked in the ethics form.

Award Criteria:
* Take into account the award criteria as detailed in the call document and follow that logic in your application to
provide all necessary information.
Page Limit :
70 pages, any additional pages will be blanked out.

Deadline :
 Submit your proposals before the deadline. Do not submit your proposal on the last day, to avoid disappointment !!!
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Thanks for your attention

For any questions after today’s session please submit them
through the functionality in the F&T Portal

https://european-union.europa.eu/contact-eu/write-us en
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